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My classification of Russian stress divides nouns,
verbs, and adjectives into two subparadigms for the

purpose of stress classification since they often work

iIndependently.

For the Russian noun, the two subparadigms are

singular and plural.
For the verb, they are the present/future and past

tense forms.



N ronosa
A ronosy
G ronosbl
L ronose
D ronose

| ronioBOW

ronoBbl
ronosbl
ronos
rornosax
rornosam

rorioBamm

Example of Subparadigms

Singular and Plural



The stress system uses the letters A, B, and C.
Two letters are used to indicate stress in reference to the

two subparadigms. So, any noun or verb can be marked

with the five basic stress types | have identified:
AA, BB, CC, BC, CB.

In one sense, this system looks easier and simpler than
most other classifications since there are only three
basic types that interact with each other in a total of five

possible combinations.



But, since there are really more than three basic

types, how do | manage this?

The answer is that within each of the basic types,
certain grammatical and phonological information
about stems or endings predicts what the stress

really is.



So, there may be two, three, or more predictable

manifestations of type B or C.

If you know how a noun is declined or a verb is
conjugated, the exact stress of “type B” or “type C”

can be predicted.



Definition of the “invariants” of A, B, and C types (that

IS, what they always mean).

1.  Type A stress is fixed stress that stays on the
same stem syllable throughout the whole paradigm
(both subparadigms), in singular and plural for nouns
and past and present for verbs. This means that type
A In the present tense can only combine with type A
in the past, giving us the AA type. The only place

type A cannot occur is on the grammatical ending.



2. A simple stress mark can show the location of stress
in type A. For the noun, kpokoaun, xeHLuHa, etc. For
the verb, the basic stem or infinitive can be marked.
E.g. ctaBu— or ctaBuTb, Which implies ctasnto,
cTaBuLLb, cTaBuna, etc. In other words, “type A”

means that the stress is the same in all forms.

3. Since type A is easy, there are only two types that
are hard to learn and more complicated because the

stress is not always the same. These are types B and
C.



4. B can be defined as stress that can occur on either the
last stem syllable, the ending, or a combination of both
Inside a subparadigm. In other words, B stress is always
adjacent—to the left or right—of the stem-ending

boundary.

5. C can be defined as stress on either the first word
syllable or the first syllable of the ending. That means that
it always occurs to the right of either the word boundary or

the stem-ending boundary.

6. These definitions can be illustrated by the following

graphic.



Type A: ++ + .. .#
Type B: #........_+_..FH#
Type C: H_....... .+ _. . H#

= permitted stress placement
. = stress placement not permitted
# = word boundary
+ = morpheme boundary

Stressed Syllable Type A Type B Type C
Stem-initial + - +
Stem-medial + -~ -
Stem-final + - -

Desinential + +



My most important finding about this stress system 1s the structural
difference between A, B, and C types, as follows:

1. Type A 1s unchanging and tied to a specific lexical position.

2. Types B and C are controlled by grammatical factors.

3. If we take the noun as an example, B and C each have two possible
stress locations, plus mobility between these locations.

4. The choice of the stress location comes directly out of the
Jakobsonian division of Russian cases into marginal and non-
marginal.

5. The sonority (high or low vowel property) of non-marginal endings
predicts the precise placement of types B and C.

6. For the purposes of stress assignment, non-marginal cases (N-A-G)
are subdivided into direct (Nom.-Acc.) and non-direct (Gen.)

7. The zero or non-zero property of the marginal non-direct (Gen.)
controls the choice of type B stress.

8. The high, mid, or low vowel property of the marginal direct
(Nom./Acc.) controls the choice of type C stress.



9. Types B and C past-tense verb stress also depend on sonority,
but 1t 1s related to the verb stem rather than the grammatical
ending.

10. The presence of a vocalic suffix neutralizes the type B vs. C
opposition.

11. In the absence of a suffix, stem-final consonant sonority
(obstruent or sonorant) predicts the choice of the B or C variant.
12. Type B vs. C opposition occurs when there 1s no overt vowel
suffix, but has no subvariants, so no morphophonemic prediction
1s needed.

Thus: Noun stress ~ case endings. Verb stress ~ stem-finals

N/A: Vowel height predicts type C noun stress.
G: Zero/Non-Zero predicts type B noun stress.

------- OB- and ------SON: Stem-final obstruent/sonorant predicts
past-tense verb stress.



Noun Stress

Nom/Acc (Direct, Non-marginal Case) ~ Type C

+ high ~ mobile + low ~ end-stress — high/ - low ~ initial stress
rOJI0BBI, TOJIOBAM ropojia, TopoJiam KOJIOKOJI, 3éPKaJIo
Gen (Non-Direct, Non-marginal Case) ~ Type B

Non-zero ~ end-stress

CTOJIA, CTOJIBI, CTOJIAMHU

Zero~ predesinential

KOJIOACHI, KoJ10AacC

Verb Stress

Present Tense

Type B without overt suffix

IIPOIILY, IPOCHUT

Predes ~ end

Type C without overt suftix End
rOBOPIO, TOBOPUT
B with overt vocalic suffix (no type C) Predesinential

UTp-ali- (Urparo, Urpaelrn, etc. )




Past Tense

Unsutfixed type B
Obstruent stem
3arpeiasia
Sonorant stem

3a4a/Ii ~ 3a4aia

Predesinential

Predes ~ end

Unsutfixed type C
Obstruent stem
ITOHECJIO
Sonorant stem

TP OKUIN ~ TIPOIKUIA

End

Initial ~ end

B with overt vocalic suffix (no type C)

Syllabic root + V Predesinential
roBopuia
Non-syllabic root + V Predesinential ~ end

coOpaiu, cobpana




Inventory of Different Noun Stress Types

|. Nouns with Nsg Zero ending

Type Example Description
AA aBTOOYyc/aBTObYCHI Same stem-stress in whole
paradigm.
BB Komap/Komapel End-stress in all forms.
Gen. non-zero.
CC Initial stress in sing. with
1.Npl - nebeas/nebean; NA zero.
nowage/noLaau Mobile plural if NA -i. End- stressed
2.N pl -a ropog/ropoaa plural if NA -a.
Applies to masc. and fem. nouns.
BC rBO34b/rBO3aM Mobile plural with NA -i.
CB cag/cagpl C rules in sing./B rules in
plural.




ll. Nouns with Nsg -a ending

BOAbI, BO4AMM

Type Example Description
AA KOpOBa/KOPOBb! Same stem-stress in whole
paradigm.
BB CTPEeKo3a/CTPEeKO3bI; End if non-zero gen. (sing.).
CTPEKO3 Predesinential if zero genitive
(plural).
CC rosfiosa, ronosy Sing. and plural mobility
rONoBbI, FONOBaAMMU both due to + high direct case
(Sing. -u, Plur. -i).
BC >|<ene3é/>|<éne3b|, End-stress in sing./Mobile
Kenesam olural.
CB BOa, BOAY Mobile sing. with +high

direct case -u. Predesinential

plural with zero genitive.




[ll. Nouns with Nsg -0 ending

Type Example Description
AA npasuno/npasuna Same stem-stress in whole
paradigm.
BB BEpeTeHO/BepeTéHa;BepeTEH End if non-zero gen. (sing.).
Predesinential if zero genitive (plural).
CcC 3epkarno/sepkana Sing. initial due to non-
high/non-low mid vowel NA;
plural end-stress due to low -a NA.
BC TOPXECTBO End-stress throughout but
follows plural C pattern with -a plural.
CB 03epo; 03épa Initial sing. with mid-vowel NA.

Predesinential plural due to zero

genitive.




If end-stress can realize either type B or type C, how is an

end-stressed subparadigm assigned to one of these types?

The answer is that if we compare identical morphological
forms of types B and C, one of them almost always has an
unambiguous pattern such as initial for type C or
predesinential for type B.

Then, if the remaining unmarked end-stress type is opposed
to a marked initial C, it can be assigned to B; in the opposite
case, if the unmarked end-stress is opposed to a marked

predesinential B, then it is assigned to C.



S0, unmarked end-stress can realize either type B or
C, depending on which marked type it is opposed to.

For example, the singular and plural end-stress of
komap, komapsl is opposed to initial type C in the
singular (ropog, konokon, etc.), so the end-stress of
komap is type B.

Conversely, the end-stress of neuter plurals with the
NA —a ending (3epkana, etc.) is opposed to
predesinential neuter plural BepeTteHa.

Since a predesinential plural can only be type B, the

opposed predesinential end-stress is assigned to type
C.



This method stands in contrast to many classifications that
identify a pattern as an unchanging type, regardless of its
oppositions and function because it is thought to be too
confusing to say that Russian end-stress is not always type B,
but sometimes B and sometimes C. However, | would say

that this reflects the complex behavior of the language.



Grammatical Stress Oppositions of the Russian Noun

Type B Noun

T

/\

Type C Noun

Genitive # @

End-stress
throughout

subparadigm:

cTONa, CTONOM:

CTOSbI, CTOSNOB

Genitive=g

Predesinential
stress throughout

subparadigm:

konbac,

kon6acamu;

LUIMPOT,

LUIMpOTaMM

Locative = +high

Mobile initial ~ end

with end-stress

Locative.

6epery, 6eper

Locative = — high

on

Direct (NA) = + high

Mobile initial ~ end
with initial stress on
+high direct and other

cases end-

stress.

rosioBy, rofosa,

ronose.

ronossbl,
ronoBamu.

Direct (NA) = - high

A/

Direct (NA) =
+ low

Immobile end- stress
in whole

subparadigm.

MecTa, MecTaMu;

ropoaa, ropoaax

A

Direct (NA) =

- low

Immobile initial
stress in whole

subparadigm.

NA mid or zero.
CrNoBO,
CNOBOM

BOP, BOPOM




Grammatical Stress Oppositions of the Russian Verb

C IMMOBILE

=END

Type C

PRESENT TENSE:

NO OVERT SUFFIX IN
PRESENT

rOBOp-10, FOBOP-AT

Type B
B IMMOBILE B MOBILE
= PREDESINENTIAL = PREDES ~ END
PRESENT TENSE: PRESENT TENSE:
CVC-V. . NO OVERT SUFFIX IN
urpaii- (urpato, PRESENT
urpaeLsb...) MWL, NAW-YT
Isolated mobile stress on
final high vowel.
PAST TENSE: PAST TENSE:

1.OBSTRUENT STEM
rpbi3-na, rpbi3-nu
2.CVC-V...

urpa-na, urpa-nu

roBOpu-na, roBopu-nu

1.SONORANT STEM

3anu-na, 3anv-nu

2.C/C-V...

3abpa-na, sabpa-nu

PAST TENSE:
OBSTRUENT STEM

NMoHec-Nna, NoOHeCc-Nu

C MOBILE

= INITIAL ~ END

(UNUSED IN PRESENT)

PAST TENSE:
SONORANT STEM

3anu-na, sanu-nu




Summary of Russian Structural Patterns Correlated to Stress Patterns
(if time permits)
There are many examples where vowel sonority (either vowel
height or vowel vs. zero) is correlated with stress. In
Jakobsonian terms, vowel sonority represents inherent
sonority, while stress represents prosodic sonority. It may be

that stress is being used as as a redundant feature of

vowel sonority. Several examples will follow.



|. Noun

A. Predictable variants of B and C types depend on the

sonority of endings: vowel~zero for B and vowel height for C.

1.The two variants of type B (end stress or predesinential)
are determined by the sonority of the genitive case—either a
vowel or zero. E.g. end stress ctona/ctonos for both
subparadigms (non-zero genitives); plural predesinential

subparadigm for kon6ac (zero genitive).



2. Three hierarchical sonority variations determine the

distribution of type C:

a. Type C mobility with high locative ending (Ha 6epery,

Ha ocu vs. other forms)

b. Type C mobility with non-high locative but a high direct
case ending (ronosy vs. other singular; ronossl vs. other

plural).

c. Type C immobility direct cases are non-high vowel; end
stress if a low direct case (plural mecta); initial stress if
non- high and non-low (i.e. mid or zero, e.g. singular

3epKano, Kornokon).



B. Distribution of mobile stress within a single subparadigm

(Noun Singular/Plural; Verb Present/Past)

1. In each mobile subparadigm, a single deviating stress is

opposed to all others and distributed in a particular way.

a. Noun plural and singular both share the use of a
direct case (hominative and/or accusative) as the

deviating stress.

b. In the noun singular, the direct case (accusative)
deviating stress uses the unstressed high rounded -u

(e.g. BOAOY VS. BOAOW, etc.).



c. In the noun plural, the matching direct case deviating
form uses unstressed high unrounded -i (e.g. ronosbl

VS. ronosam, etc.)

d. The locative singular deviating form uses either high
rounded or unrounded, but it is stressed, in contrast to

the direct case type.



2. Thus the mark of type C mobile nouns is a high vowel
ending in the deviating case (6epery/ronosy/ronossbl), but
the mark of C immobility is a non-high vowel in both direct

cases (nominative and accusative; either low or non-low,

e.g. KOIMoKof, 3epKaro, 3epkana).



Il. Verb

A. In the noun, only type C can have stress mobility
(initial~end), as in 6eper/6epera; ronosa/ronosy. But verbs
can have two kinds of mobility: type B (predesinential~end,
Hanuwy/HanuweT; 3abpana/sabpanu) and also type C
(initial~end, npoxwuna/npoxunwn). There is a minimal pair with
two kinds of mobility in the past tense: 3anun~3anuna vs.

sanun~3anuna.



B. Like nouns, verbs also have a single deviating stress in
mobile subparadigms. As in the noun, there is a structural
difference: low deviating vowels occur in the past tense, but
high vowels occur in the present (e.g. past 3abpana, npoxuna,

but present pacckaxy, HanuLy).

C. Noun mobility is correlated with declensional endings in
specific cases (mainly NAG), but verb mobility depends on the

stem structure, as follows:



1. Both B and C obstruent stems have immobile
past tense stress (B: rpblano, crpurno, ynano; C:
TEKIO, rpebno, Hecrno, Be3no), with B predesinential

and C end stressed.

2. B and C sonorant stems have mobile stress: (B
predesinential~end: sa4an~3ayana; C initial~end:

Havyan~Havana).



3. Presence of a vocalic suffix neutralizes the type B vs. C
opposition and is realized as type B. E.g. roBoputb and
npocuthk lose their suffix vowel in the present and can
oppose types B and C (present tense predesinential mobile
npoLLy/NPOCULLIb VS. rOBOPH/roBopuLLb, but merged past

tense due to suffix -u-: npocuna/rosopwvna, etc.).

4. This stress rule does not operate on the Jakobsonian
basic form, which always has the undeleted suffix vowel.
Rather, it operates after the suffix vowel gets deleted in the

present tense, but not in the past tense.



5. Other stress rules do follow the Jakobsonian basic form
prior to consonant deletion. E.g. unsuffixed verb stems
ending in @/f pattern like obstruents in the past tense,
having immobile end stress, in spite of the deletion of the
final consonant (e.g. Beno, meno), while sonorant stems
with the same deletion are mobile in the past (xuno~xuna,

nuno~nuna).



6. The presence of a vocalic suffix means that no type B
vs. C stress opposition can occur and both types merge as
(unmarked) type B. There are two subtypes of merged B/C

stress with a suffix vowel, as follows:

a. In the case of a non-syllabic root and syllabic suffix,
types B and C merge with predesinential~end mobile

stress in the subparadigm (e.g. 3abpana~3abpanw).



b. In the case of a syllabic root and syllabic suffix, types
B and C merge with constant predesinential stress in
the subparadigm (Present urpait-y; Past urpa-na.
rosopu-na).

c. Thus, the greater or lesser number of vocalic
morphemes in the root-suffix sequence represents a

variable amount of sonority and is correlated to the B/C

stress opposition and its mobility.
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